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233 Fourth Avenue
Chula Vista, CA 91910

February B, 2007

Lester Snow, Directar

Califorrua Department of Water Resources
P.O, Box 942836, Room 1113-1
Sacramento, CA 94236-000]

Dear Director Snow:

In 2005, three agencies - the city of San Diego, and the county of San Diego, and the San Diego
County Water Authority - signed an MOU forming the Regional Water Management Group for the

- San Diego region. This group was formed to work with governmental and non-governmental

stakeholders throughout the region to develop the first ever San Dicgo Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan (IRWMP), a plan that will help ensure the long-term viability of the rcgion's
watcr supply, water quality, and natural resources in partnership with the city of San Diego, county
of San Diego, Water Authority and numerous stakeholders throughout the county, The group was
formed to also submit a Proposiion 50 Grant Application for work related to the IRWMP.
Tremendous progresy towards the goals of the IRWMP has been made and the draft of the plan will
be released in March. The Regional Water Management Group had expected to participate as a
region in the Proposition 50, Cvcle 2, Grunt Application process.

The Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce is very concerned by the recent Department of Water
Resources (DWR) and State Water Resowrces Bourd (SWRCB) stafl proposal to summarily
abandon the Proposition 50, Cycle 2, Grant Application process in favor of awarding grant funding
1o the nine proposals that were not selccted during Step 2 of Cycle 1. The proposal is inconsistent
with the November 2004 Grant Progrem Guidelines. The 2004 guidelines were preparcd with
extensive stakeholder input and clearly state that there would be two open and competitive funding
cycles. Changing the rules of the program in the middle of the funding process unfairly denies
regions such as San Diego an opportunity 10 compete for thes: funds.

In addition, our Chamber opposes any proposal w combine Proposition 50 aud Proposition 84
funds. It is cnticul that the funds remain scparate. The state must recognize that the voters of the
stal¢ passcd two separate and independent measures. The funding process must provide fair access
for all Califormia regions to both sources of funding, as has always been the stated intention of
DWR and the SWRCB,

The Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce strongly urges DWR and the SWRCB to adhere to the
established guidelines for distribution of Proposition 50 grant funding.

Thank you for your consideration,
Charles Moore

President
Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce

J.isa Cohen
CEQ
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